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Over 125 TRC members
and friends enjoyed the
Club’s Annual Dinner and
2003-2004 Awards night
on Saturday 4 May.
Members had the chance
to enjoy the renovated
facilities of the Clubrooms
on the Torrens and check
out how it worked as a
function centre.
The event was catered by
Simon Bowen assisted by
Sally and a team of volunteers (with varied skills).
David Neall acted as MC
and everyone enjoyed the
talk and insights from Sally
Newmarch and Miranda
Bennett.

“Da Boys” helping at the bar

The new bar was enthusiastically staffed by the
Senior Men’s Squad.
Everyone seemed to have
a good time.
The clean-up next morn-

ing was not quite as much
fun, but was over by
lunchtime.
More photos inside.

TRC at the Youth Cup
Kate Shepherd, Mandy
Vishnich, Jasmin Meyer and
Maja Fiddler with coach Phil
Blesing, have been selected
to represent the State in
the Youth Cup Regatta to
be held 9th, 10th and 11th
of July at West Lakes.
Kate and Mandy will row

the No.1 pair and Jasmin
will row the No. 2 pair
with Jessica McRay from
Murray Bridge BC. Maja, as
reserve, will race the light
weight single scull in the
reserve's race.
The regatta consists of
teams from Qld, NSW, Vic,

Tas, WA, SA and New
Zealand. Crews race for
points and gold, silver and
bronze medals to declare
an overall winner at the
end of the regatta.
Congratulations to our girls
for their selection and good
luck at the regatta.
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Captain’s Report

“We
can’t
spend money
we
don’t
have.”

Quite a few months ago I
wrote in this newsletter
about how the money obtained by membership fees
was spent. This information
obviously did not reach all
of its intended target as I am
still getting a number of
questions as to why we
don’t have more paid
coaches, and why we are
not doing a number of
things that members assumed were covered by the
$250 that full members pay.
To put it in its simplest
form, the membership fees
cover insurance.
That is pretty much it! This
seems like an exaggeration
to make a point, in fact at
this year’s AGM we will see
that approximately 75% of
the membership fees we pay
go directly to insurance
expenses e.g. building and
contents, boats, public liability etc.
This 75% equates to about

$15,000 of the $20,000 we
receive annually from membership fees. This only
leaves us with a mere
$5,000 to spend on coaching, rent, maintenance of
sheds and boats, sponsorship of athletes, utilities,
bank fees, as well as other
items like liquor licenses. It
is a little money that must
stretch a long way.
We try to make up for this
by developing opportunities
which will make more
money for us. For example
last financial year we made
$2,000 from renting the
clubrooms to Anton Lippis
SportsFit. WEA “Learn To
Row” and transition courses
made us $7,000, and, most
importantly, a variety of
fundraising activities that
brought in close to $7,000.
With the extra few dollars
we are able to pay the electricity, pay the Adelaide City
Council and SARA for rent
on the West Lakes sheds.
If we get a government

grant from the Office of
Recreation & Sport we may
be able to purchase a boat
occasionally, which is always
good considering we are in
actual fact a rowing club.
When looking at these figures any member must have
at least some sense of the
tough prioritising that the
committee goes through in
trying to keep the Club financially viable.
I hope this helps members
realise that when we make a
decision not to purchase
certain items it is simply
that - “We can’t spend
money we don’t have”.
With any luck the new
renovations will help us
further to ease the high
costs associated with running a rowing club, in the
meantime I urge all members to make the effort to
attend fundraisers and social
events, as a way of contributing to the financial health
of the Club.
Leigh Chapman

The renovated TRC Clubrooms are available for
hire for functions—weddings, parties, anything!
Call Anton on 0415 795 879 for reasonable rates
and to book your date. Don’t forget to ask for your
Member discount.
* Fully Stocked Bar *
* Catering Facilities *
Retractable Room Divider for flexible space
Balcony with views of floodlit Torrens Lake
and Adelaide Bridge
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2003-2004 TROPHY WINNERS
Walsh Shield: Ashlyn Johnson
Best Senior Rower: Sally Newmarch
Most Successful Rower: Kate Shepherd & Mandy Vishnich
Best Lightweight Rower: Miranda Bennett
Most Improved Rower: Claire Swan
Best 1st Year Rower: Melanie Tilmouth & Anna Collins
Most Successful Masters Rower: Roly Dankbaar
Most Improved Masters Rower: Rob Curkpatrick
Most Successful Coxswain: Bec Harvey
Most Conscientious Member: Jemma Ferguson
Outstanding Service to the Club: Bianca Halliday.

2003-2004 TROPHY WINNERS WITH
THEIR TROPHIES AT THE ANNUAL
DINNER

BONE TIMBER INDUSTRIES
IS A SPONSOR OF THE
TORRENS ROWING CLUB
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From the Club Secretary

David (on right)
“helping” with serving
at the Dinner

“Have you decided to join us
for coffee and
muffins on
Wednesday
morning? “

Traditionally the winter
months represent the
quieter times for the
rowing community and
the Torrens Rowing
Club. However, I can assure you the workload at
the club continues unabated as we prepare for
the upcoming season in
October.
The Annual Dinner at the
Club in May was an unqualified success. Your
attendance and enthusiasm on the night, coupled
with a lot of hard work
by the organising group
resulted in a night to remember. As usual, the
dinner was sell-out, testimony to the popularity of
this function. The award
recipients were warmly
acknowledged and congratulated for their efforts over the season –
way to go girls!!.
So what is happening
at your Club over the
winter months? To begin
with, Dianne De Bellis
our WEA co-ordinator
has completed yet another course, with a
number of “graduates”
moving on to stage two,
i.e., Lui Lippis’
“intermediate rowing
course”. Lui has been
ably assisted recently by
Francis Willis as they

transform our “newbie’s”
into accomplished sweep
and scull crew.
Phil Blesing continues to
attract recruits to the
women’s squad (must be
his coaching – can’t be his
devastating good looks
and charm!! – only joking
Phil) There are several
representing the state at
the upcoming Youth Cup.
The men’s squad are also
working hard in the gym,
with a light paddle here
and there. After last season it is rumoured they
are very keen to show
their collective stern to
the opposition on the
water this season.
In the Club, the renovations continue apace. The
partition has been installed, giving the Club a
more intimate appeal on
these cold nights and
mornings. Have you decided to join us for coffee
and muffins on Wednesday morning? Its just the
thing – even the President of the Adelaide
Rowing Club cant resist
“popping in” on the way
to work to engage in
some sparkling conversation and “reflections on
life” according to Messrs,
Bone, Sugars, Russell,
Willis and Tonkin.

Our “member’s nights”
have finally got under
way, on Thursdays, from
6.30 pm. Come and join
us for a convivial ale or
other. Your committee is
very keen to see these
nights grow as a way of
getting people together in
a relaxed and comfortable environment to talk
about rowing (or anything else for that matter).
By now you would have
completed your survey
and returned it to the
Club, didn’t you! Thanks
to those who took the
trouble – it was a chance
to comment on your
Club . Accordingly, we
can now plan for the immediate future based
upon these responses.
In that vein, the AGM is
approaching fast and your
attendance and input are
welcomed and encouraged (it’s called democracy at work). As some
of the committee are retiring, this is your chance
to come on board and
join us in making this
Club the best on and off
the water. No experience
is necessary (just look at
the secretary!) - just your
enthusiasm.
David Neall
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Annual Dinner
Photo Gallery

Geoff Sugars and Gary Clode

Adam and Jarod

Kate and Mandy

Ian Robertson

Jared, Scott and Marco

One of the Blesing boys
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B

Row
the Mighty Murray
from Boundary
Bend to Robinvale
92 Kilometres in
one day
(Or, as many of four 20-24km stages as you wish)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 2004
For eights, fours, quads, pairs, doubles, singles and surf boats
Registration Forms are available from the Rowathon Home-Page

http://www.geocities.com/roger_boyce/
For further details phone Jim Squire (03) 9802 5864 or
Roger Boyce (03) 9528 6253
All surplus funds from this event are donated to the
The Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia

In 2002 a group of Masters Women—Julie Haynes, Dianne De Bellis, Ros Hirth,
Susannah West and Sue Arnold travelled to Robinvale to be in this Rowathon in an eight
with rowers from Horsham and Mercantile Rowing Clubs. It was great fun and we
wholeheartedly recommend the trip!
The full report of our trip is in the website archives.
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10 THINGS YOU NEVER WANT TO HEAR FROM YOUR COXSWAIN
1. (On the way to the start) - Is that OUR
race?

2.
3.
4.
5.

What are these strings for?
Oh well, we can always get a new boat.
Six! Put that fishing rod away.

If we row fast enough, not too much
water will come into the hole.

6. Keep going, I think I can still see them
in the distance!

7. If we keep rowing like this, we'll definitely make
it onto Australia’s Funniest
Home Videos!

8. When did they build
THAT bridge?

9. That's it. I'm OUTTA

here. You are on your own.

10. O.K. Let's have 10 with everybody putting their
blades IN the water.

MEMBERS’ SURVEY
In 2002 we held a Planning Day to provide a
direction for the Club in
a consultative way.
At that time the Committee undertook to survey
members again.
In June this year, a survey
with 16 questions was
sent to every member
(150).
Much to the Committee’s
disappointment, only 20

surveys were returned.
The majority were from
older social members,
70% in the over 40 age
group. This means that
while the results and
comments are extremely
valuable, they cannot be
taken to completely reflect all members’ views.
Of the respondents, 95%
think that the Committee
is doing a good to excellent job.

There were interesting
comments about the
equipment, the renovations and coaching.
Proposed social activities
were strongly supported.

“95% think
that the
Committee is
doing a good to
excellent job”

The results of the survey
will be available once the
Committee has decided on recommendations and action.

Slipping and Sliding—that landing on the Torrens
The Club Secretary had
contacted the Adelaide City
Council in March to see
about getting some grid
sheeting fixed to the planks
of the wooden landing in
front of the Club, so that
when rowers stepped
down, their feet would have
some grip.
The Council contacted
David in May to say that the

work has been let to a contractor and would be done
as soon as possible.
Following an accident, David
again contacted ACC to
stress the serious nature of
the problem. After some
delay, ACC advised that the
job had already been completed.
The landing was inspected
and of course no grid sheet-

ing had been installed.
After council accused David
of "winding them up", they
discovered that, much to
their horror, the contractors had installed the sheeting at Saint's landing by mistake!
We will have to wait a little
longer to get a grip on that
problem.

TRC thanks ACC for
support and assistance

Torrens Rowing Club

The Committee
The Committee for 2003-2004 is:
President: Ian Russell
TORRENS ROWING
CLUB

GPO Box 512
ADELAIDE 5001
Victoria Drive, Adelaide
Military Road, West Lakes

Captain: Leigh Chapman
Vice-Captain: Matt Allanson
Treasurer: Anne Lippis
Secretary: David Neall (replaced Helen Sheppard)
General Committee
Judith Lea, Shirley Willis, Bianca Halliday, Dianne De Bellis, John Tonkin
(Apologies to John whose name was inadvertently left off the Committee list in the last few issues
of the Boatshed Bulletin.) and Marco Lippis.

The Club Patron is Lindsay Southcott . The Club Vice-Patron is Luigi Lippis.
We’re on the Web!
Www.torrensrowingclub.com

The Vice-Presidents are Vaughn Bollen, Howard Bone, Warwick (Alfie) Bowen,
Bob Russell, Bill Carey, Dianne De Bellis, Graham Footer, Michael Magarey, Wilf
Otten, John Tonkin and Geoff Sugars.

Annual General Meeting
At the AGM on Sunday 8 August, the Office Bearers and six Committee members
are elected by members.
All positions are declared vacant and if more people nominate than there are vacancies, a ballot is held. Current members can re-nominate.
Members will also vote on proposals for Life Membership and any other motions.

Do you need a Justice of the
Peace?
For J.P. services
contact David Neall
(H) 8341 6467 or (W) 8207 2689
or email

thesecretary@torrensrowingclub.com

The TRC Management Committee
Meeting Minutes are available on the
website
www.torrensrowingclub.com
or
Contact the Secretary David Neall
(H) 8341 6467 or (W) 8207 2689
email
thesecretary@torrensrowingclub.com

A free service for TRC members.

Chariot is a sponsor of
the Torrens rowing Club.

The BoatShed Bulletin is the Club newsletter of the Torrens Rowing Club and is written and edited
by Dianne De Bellis—newsletter@torrensrowingclub.com

