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You now
have the

published
history

So here are a few lesser
known stories
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Our first
Captain:

Charles Kellett |
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Born in UK 1859

Charles Kellett Family migrated to South
— an athlete of Melbourne 1863

extra-ordinary
talent

Footballer, rower, runner, swimmer
in Victoria and New South Wales

Head-hunted for South Australian
Football 1881




Port Adelaide’s First Team to Win Prmmhlp in 1884
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“One of Adelaide’s most
enthusiastic supporters
of all branches of manly
sport..” Advertiser,
November 1908

Starter, League of South
Australian Wheelmen

Captain and Coach,
Committee 1898-1902 -
Mercantile Rowing Club

(founded 1898)

President —North
Adelaide Football Club

Captain 1883 - Norwood
Rowing Club (founded in
1881, 1885 then merged
to form Mercantile
1898)

A Founder, Chair, Starter,
Referee-1890-1910 SA
Amateur Swimming
Association

Committee- 1901-1908,
Advertiser Rifle Club

Starter — 1890-1916,
Pedestrianism (State
record holder 330yds)

Coach 1891 -
Commercial Rowing
Club (founded as Unity
1882 then merged to
form Mercantile 1898)

Council -1907 SA
Athletics Association

Chairman of Newsagents
Association

ANna
there’s
(much,
much)
more..



We know how
& when
orrens
Rowing Club
started, don’t
we’

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Saturday 7 February 1903
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Let’s look at that Kellett photograph again
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Let’s look at that Kellett photograph again —

What!!

IJET €5Q Founder & hfe Wrembe -,
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In 1900, Charles
reckoned a new
rowing club was
needed.

And he knew who to
ask for help.

slaide, SA: 1839 - 1900)

il be oper.d
CARFE & &
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| Evening.
hdran will he
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public thet they have started a
BOATING CLI'B ON VERY EASY TERMS
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BUATS a use.
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The Regatta did

take place —a
few days late —

but S.tl It South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), Saturday 12 January 1901,
was in 1901 ROWING.

Baces tioe Torrens —Mr. F Jully ha
i hcado:. afu-f.naa Orlpsu'tooty u::

Torrens on January l'ben- should be an
m pt'-,*.vn“ -y % \vmé‘:-
Mensrs. &&l and J.J. Fahey h‘w bae~e 9
traiming hard under the of Messrs.
A Girayson and U Kelleat North
Adelade \thm Da.t (lab base been

- rom M.
Jclls---h::.:udthe mu&..n.:h

ve geperousiy comne twa -
la-r-wbe-dnlthael.bsrm
"lt- Club will  provids
and & cha'-

d:l’r.ao-illhke between

H. and R. Stanley. The course
wmhtb-oﬂdtimmfods-




And yes, Frank
Jolley of Torrens
Boating Club

did organise it

D The off|C|aIs were: Committee -

Poole HM Nightingale, H W|II|ams

F JoIIey Torrens Boatlng Club

W, Thompam, &, Peicrs Sheds O ot
[nn.n.wm,ummu. Rt T

SO T A.—-—d‘--




Thanks

afterwards: S—
39-1931) / Sat26Jan 1901 / Pagell / TORREM
3 reference tO TORRENS BOATING (.‘LUB.
members... A social in connection with the Torrens Boat-
(fht? held at the boat shed on Friday
Of Wnat: evening. C. Keliett, Who presided, gl'c
some nhmblc hints on rowl ma which

presented medals 10 Messrs. 1. “ﬂlhnn.
udR.J.bund-h.nndmIMculL

Fahey and T. Kellett., Mr. J. J. Fahey, on be- |

hall of the members, presented a wilver medal
to Mr. F. Jolly, as s reward for his kindness and

attention to tfu members when training. A

nmﬂucompument pudtolrcuuugln.
who provided refreshments for Lhe evening.
mn.dcrrdbylml J. Fahey, Rowe, Dick
‘and Whittle. Mr. Wendt was thanked for pre-k

seuting the cup for the Fahey-Steel race.




Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 - 1912), Saturday 7 February 1903, p

So, back to
the official  [daPibrtgiueris i B
IS IaAEN [ Norfolk Arme on Friday evening. Mr. J. B
. derson, the President, the chair. There
NN RO vy o good sttendance. Mr. C. Kellett moved
the subgcription shouldd bhe £1 1/ per sanum aftey
August 1, 1083. Curried. The following ping ol

mohc(d-htm.thc'lrwdm
I. Cohen); Presidemt, Mr. J. R. Anderpon;
Prniq-m.g‘&; commities, Memrs. G. 'n-.‘

and cmtlve um X oﬂclo
Kelleti; vipe : Mr. J. J.
Mr, A.\\.St , and (ressurer, Mr. O.

It m&d&dthltthdubcdmh

white. A lretler was received fromm the
Rowing Qub scoepting the ocommemittes's
£80, for property and boats at

rens Lake. The opening day will he decided ups®
by the committee,




Between 1901 and 1903

* Torrens Boating Club was registered with SARA
* It did not participate in many events
* Charles Kellet was very active in the Mercantile Committee

* But there was disquiet

* Other than that, we know nothing

* From 1880-1940 many boat clubs appeared, disappeared and re-
appeared.



THE TORRENS BQA_TING CLUB.

A GROUF OF ORIGINAL MEMBERS,

the Tormere Boaling Claub was held this week, when an enlarged

sented Lo the ofud by the patron (Me, O, P. L. Payvoe).  These In the photegraph are:—Back row—Messm, S,
Payoe (treasurer), E, Martin, F, Martin, E. Goslin, and S. Fisher. Front row—Messrs W, Stokes, R, \lur:.m. A. Jory,
H, Carpeuter (vice-president!, W. B, Styles, A. Brice, T. C. Kellett, and A, Broadbent.

Kellett (caplain), J. Fahey (vice-eaptsin), W,
front—M. Kelledt und S, Kellett  (coxswalns).

copy of Al 1bm- ?lotugnph witl b pre-
C. Stenning, oss, E. Steaning, 0O,
A ‘\ Stiyles (secrelaryl, O,

A reunfon socinl in counection with
Lying dewn in




THE TOR™™™ =9 ™"~ CLUB.

A GROUF OF ORIGINAL MEVMBERS,

held this week, when an
Those In the photegraph are:—Back row—Messm, S, (
Payme (treasurer), E, Martin, F, b Front row—Messrs. W, Stokes, B, Morgan, A, Jory,
Kellett (caplaini, J. Fahey (vice-captainl, W, H, Carpeuter (vice-president!, W. B, Styles, A. Brice, T. C. Kellett, and A, Broadbent,
front—M. Kellett and S, Kellett  (coxswalns).

copy of e above pholograph will b pre-
Stenning, G, Ross, E. Stanning, O,
A. W. Stvles (secrelaryl, O,
Lying dewn in

A reunfon socinl in counection with the Tormere Boating Clab was enlarged

sented Lo the ofudb by the patron (Me, O, P. L. Pavoe),
Martin, E. Goslin, and 3. Fisher.




Public interest
In rowing _
during the s

i

v

formative yearsgg

of the club was §
huge

o

'
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As was interest in participation amongst rowers




And not
surprisingly,
women
wanted to be
part of the

competitive
scene —a wish
greeted with
some
scepticism

Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931), Saturday 27 April 1907,

—  —

LADIES ROWING,
(By Cambridge)
Rowing wen who went down aa usual
for exercise, and many spectators who bad
somehow Lieurd tidings, witbessed sport

utique i the history of rowing in this
ﬂllftlo on the {’ommwh:a on Naturday uf-

tertinon. Waman have in rocent vears fne
TADIFY RACT.

On the Tomm I.nkc on Saturday aften

noon 8 1o f between ludies to
place. Mr. J ol couched the manhm

of the fnir sex nnd provided niternoon tca
and trophie! which consisted of four silver
Lrooches. The races were rowed in fixed
geat tubs with male coxewains. The Ade




By 1914, Frank Jolley’s boathouse was home
for 4 ladies clubs

Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 14 September 1914,
TOREENS BOAT PAVILION.

Jally's boathouse and pevilion, I
t-.nh af 1he Torrens, L g U;Emg
Bridge, were burned down on Apry 23 last.
On baturday ey phoeniclike amose from
ther pahes. 1t was o reality a douhls
event, for in addition to the tormal open-
g af 'Eh:!! hew ke h;:.r Sunshine Gorl's
Bowing (Sub began theirr 1014495 scosom
Mr. Frank Jolly has shown oo
ciderprme in Lhe crection of the new pre-
mives, which cotneast of a ground floor,
chmefly devoled Lo a restaormnt and hoad-
shed, and an upper fGoor, with & sem-Opem
P v il ' L:ru;r‘ bsd-q:ar' t'Juhnn:ln-_..

LI = Ty




In a short
time, there
were many
active
ladies’
clubs

*The Originals *Port Pirie

*YWCA *Sunshine girls

*Barcarolle *Heathpool

*Scarlet Poppies *Koonawarra
* plus plus

Frustrated by the patronising attitudes
of the (male) Rowing Association, in
1913 the ladies’ clubs formed the
South Australian Ladies Rowing
Association (SALRA) — aided by both
Frank Jolley and Torrens Rowing Club



...and championed by

refore it was upanimously reso]vad

AL an sssneiatinn be larmad for the
hanefit of the 1ady rowers of South Avs
tralin, which should be known as the
fauth Anstralian Tadies’ Rowing Assdein
tion, and the follawine afficars were aleo.
ted 10 aid tha commitiee in ensuring its
srcoest —Patronege.  Tady  Rowanquet !
president, Mrs 1. Ronyihon: vieapresi
dente, Mesdames Sharp, Auld, Wacans.
rie, Bhearer, Arnold, and Puncan; chatt-

man, Mr, €. Kellett: hon, (resagrer, Misn
Braniars andithes Miggae B MasDona'd

Charles Kellett

— — o ——— ——

fat of tha covatry members travelling
such o digtance to pamtake in the agsocia-
tion's first regatia speaks well for the
interest manifested both in the assoola-
tion and the sport, and il in sinoerely
hoped it will always be mainlained
offietals on tba O0CAgIOn Wers M
follow :~Starter, Mr. C. Oswald; judge,
Mr. C. KelleR; um ﬂr H w
ham; and di-puch dmrd. Mr. A E
Bmdbont
Tbcchinlmtoﬂhe day was the



The first

SALRA ar

WE e purpuee v
regatta was T AR mm B30
in March t# the #veellant mannet In which all ﬂf
1914, only 2§47 mﬂmﬂ'] u]'llh a8slsiad hlﬂmi
months 3 sucoeaslul regaita, especially the mel-
after SALRA b IR (YT RE LA '

was formed I I

In Mannum




The Ladies
Regatta was
iImmensely

popular — full
page photo

coverage in

the Chronicle

Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), Saturday 4 April 1914, page 29

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88834633



Since Mannum is
mentioned, how did
rowers transport their
boats to regattas

outside the city?

With thanks to Bob Russell and Vaughn Bollen

Ever since the first regatta, transport has been a
challenge.

Before WW2, public transport was mostly used. By
train, the crew manually carried the boats to the
railway station, tied the boat to a carriage roof, and
made their own way to the unload destination - such
as to Port.

When train service was not available, the boat was
often tied to the roof of a bus — such as to Port Pirie.

Use of private road vehicles was a hot topic in 1935-
1940. After WW2, it became much more accepted
practice.

In the 60s, Laurie Baulderstone was Captain and one of
his trucks was rigged with racks made from scaffolding
to hold boats.

But think of the rowers: their choices were by public
transport, (very few) by car, motorbike or (God forbid)
push bike —to Renmark!



Have boat, will travel

1935 - ARC to
Port Adelaide

BUSTRIP TO RENMARK REGATTA - 1948




1912-1925
were the
golden years
of ladies
competitive
rowing:

1918 A
Barcarolle club
launching
outside
Torrens
clubhouse



And this
Barcarolle
Club

outshone all
others

*State 4 oar champions every
year from 1915 - 1923

* National 4 oar champions
from 1923-1927

*Single sculling champions
1915-onwards

*State premiership points
champions — various years

> 4

/

I



In those days, Torrens Rowing
Club was always strongly
associated with ladies
competitive rowing — the 4 oar
champions outside Torrens shed

* SALRA introduced mixed crew
races in their regattas, in
which TRC was a regular
participant

* TRC complemented this
initiative by a reciprocal
approach

* TRC associated with St Peters
Girls school to provide rowing
opportunities for students




St Peters Girls, and
others...1917-1920
Common feature: TRC
blazers
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As SALRA Chair from 1913-1917, Kellett’s

contribution was immense )

Afinirs of bosines necessitabing Mr. C. Kellett's
Mrwmmm“mm
SreAMnn

reslgnation as cladmmn, mm mﬂ# -

the asociation Mr. Edknmﬂd

pndeed, De diMeylt to :
cammittes totdared tho heartd ovet
appireciulim for his gendros

the maty serviom rendersd on ssocintion's
Weitmlf, and widhsd Mon erery surem {n  the
future.  During the ?94' M= B
gzunlion




As SALRA Chair from 1913-1917, Kellett’s

contribution was immense -
Ainirs of bopsitess W Mr. C. Kellett's

rrmaval he Sgite, towards ths nlnu' of tha
avnn, 00 commmEttera had dmo to his
ndemtlou A cldrumn, &; o of

the asociation Mr. Kellett omded gm
of chgiraen m:! hbu'ed | : -d‘. m

hum Durnse t‘u yoour Misa

R Delaine’s ml



Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 18 October 1915, page 15

Mixed aticn ot
regattas were

an innovative e pol oom Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), Monday 26 March 192
SALRA feature Wercantoe. Tevom, 884 Caiven

and Torrens

Rowing Club G o 3
was always e e, Sl i
involved. L G s e




The Club shared glory in the championship
ladies’ crews

. B > e
. e e g e,

AusTRALIAN CREW
of Inter- State Contest

.G, L ORI

SouTrH
A mners

~ Eric Kriehn, Torrens
. Captain and uncle of
- ourveryownlJim
~+  Thompson




* Mary Donnell
*Thelma Moyes
*Jo Thomas

* Adele Hill

* Rene Beckwith
*M Thomas

*M Quin



This exciting

era of |t then

competitive withered

el et yntil ladies

SLLUEIEIER S competitive

lasted until mid rowing was

30s resurrected
in 1983.

*We should proudly
remember this lost
history, in which
Torrens Rowing Club
played such an [
important role.

/
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Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 186¢

I

YOUTH DEOWNED,

A closing

ther crying out for hdp and dived m,

fatled Lo hnd the body tor some time. Al

length 1L waa hwng:mdu-mbym
m

observation

palicer, and a nu of others who assist
el The delay the body was
o-l;lnc [.i: the l'a'rt that exact place
W wi wan et was Dot w

[t Ta rurmons costvademce that the boy

| wae d ovmned i the Torrens, several mem
ber« o the Torrens O.b dwd
fro- the bods. and thut one o Ml

Torrens hellett. nitimately ML
the suriace,

National Library of Australia




“It is a curious coincidence that the boy
was drowned on the Torrens, several
members of the Torrens Boating Club
dived for the body and one of the
them, named Torrens Kellett, ultimately
brought it to the surface.”



Ponder this

* Torrens Kellett was born in 1885 long before Torrens Boating Club
came into existence.

* Did the Founder of Torrens Boating Club (renamed Rowing Club),
Charles Kellett, name the club after the river — or his own son?



