
Torrens 
Rowing Club 

 
120 Years in the making 



You now 
have the 

published 
history 

So here are a few lesser 
known stories 



Our first 
Captain:  

 
Charles Kellett 



 
 
Charles Kellett 
– an athlete of 
extra-ordinary 
talent 
 
 
 

Born in UK 1859 

Family migrated to South 
Melbourne 1863 

Footballer, rower, runner, swimmer 
in Victoria and New South Wales 

Head-hunted for South Australian 
Football 1881 





And 
there’s 
(much, 
much) 
more.. 

“One of Adelaide’s most 
enthusiastic supporters 
of all branches of manly 

sport..” Advertiser, 
November 1908 

A Founder, Chair, Starter, 
Referee-1890-1910 SA 

Amateur Swimming 
Association 

Starter – 1890-1916, 
Pedestrianism (State 

record holder 330yds)  

Starter, League of South 
Australian Wheelmen 

Captain 1883 - Norwood 
Rowing Club (founded in 
1881, 1885 then merged 

to form Mercantile 
1898) 

Coach 1891 - 
Commercial Rowing 

Club (founded as Unity 
1882 then merged to 

form Mercantile 1898) 

Captain and Coach, 
Committee 1898-1902 - 
Mercantile Rowing Club 

(founded 1898)  

Committee- 1901-1908, 
Advertiser Rifle Club 

Council -1907 SA 
Athletics Association 

President –North 
Adelaide Football Club 

Chairman of Newsagents 
Association 



We know how  
& when 
Torrens 
Rowing Club 
started, don’t 
we? 



Let’s look at that Kellett photograph again 



Let’s look at that Kellett photograph again –  
 
What!! 



In 1900, Charles 
reckoned a new 
rowing club was 
needed. 
 
And he knew who to 
ask for help. 
 



The Regatta did 
take place – a 
few days late – 
but still it  
was in 1901 



And yes, Frank 
Jolley of Torrens 
Boating Club 
did organise it  

The officials were: Committee - …D 
Poole, HM Nightingale, H Williams, 
F Jolley: Torrens Boating Club… 



Thanks 
afterwards:  
 
a reference to 
members… 
(of what?) 



So, back to 
the official 
history: - no 
mention of 
Frank Jolley 



Between 1901 and 1903 

• Torrens Boating Club was registered with SARA 

• It did not participate in many events 

• Charles Kellet was very active in the Mercantile Committee 

• But there was disquiet 

 

• Other than that, we know nothing 

• From 1880-1940 many boat clubs appeared, disappeared and re-
appeared. 







Public interest 
in rowing 
during the 
formative years 
of the club was 
huge 



As was interest in participation amongst rowers 



And not 
surprisingly, 
women 
wanted to be 
part of the 
competitive 
scene – a wish 
greeted with 
some 
scepticism 



By 1914, Frank Jolley’s boathouse was home 
for 4 ladies clubs 



In a short 
time, there 
were many 
active 
ladies’ 
clubs 

•The Originals 

•YWCA 

•Barcarolle 

•Scarlet Poppies 

•Port Pirie 

•Sunshine girls 

•Heathpool 

•Koonawarra 

•  plus plus 

 
Frustrated by the patronising attitudes 
of the (male) Rowing Association, in 
1913 the ladies’ clubs formed the 
South Australian Ladies Rowing 
Association (SALRA) – aided by both 
Frank Jolley and Torrens Rowing Club 
…….. 



…and championed by….. Charles Kellett 



The first 
SALRA 
regatta was 
in March 
1914, only 2 
months 
after SALRA 
was formed 
in Mannum 



The Ladies 
Regatta was 
immensely 

popular – full 
page photo 
coverage in 

the Chronicle 



Since Mannum is 
mentioned, how did 
rowers transport their 
boats to regattas 
outside the city? 

• With thanks to Bob Russell and Vaughn Bollen 

• Ever since the first regatta, transport has been a 
challenge. 

• Before WW2, public transport was mostly used. By 
train, the crew manually carried the boats to the 
railway station, tied the boat to a carriage roof, and 
made their own way to the unload destination - such 
as to Port. 

• When train service was not available, the boat was 
often tied to the roof of a bus – such as to Port Pirie. 

• Use of private road vehicles was a hot topic in 1935-
1940. After WW2, it became much more accepted 
practice.  

• In the 60s, Laurie Baulderstone was Captain and one of 
his trucks was rigged with racks made from scaffolding 
to hold boats. 

• But think of the rowers: their choices were by public 
transport, (very few) by car, motorbike or (God forbid) 
push bike – to Renmark! 



Have boat, will travel 

1935 – ARC to 
Port Adelaide  



1912-1925 
were the 
golden years 
of ladies 
competitive 
rowing:  
 
1918 A 
Barcarolle club 
launching 
outside 
Torrens 
clubhouse 



And this 
Barcarolle 
Club 
outshone all 
others 

•State 4 oar champions every 
year from 1915 – 1923 

•National 4 oar champions 
from 1923-1927 

•Single sculling champions 
1915-onwards 

•State premiership points 
champions – various years 
 



In those days, Torrens Rowing 
Club was always strongly 
associated with ladies 
competitive rowing – the 4 oar 
champions outside Torrens shed 

• SALRA introduced mixed crew 
races in their regattas, in 
which TRC was a regular 
participant 

• TRC complemented this 
initiative by a reciprocal 
approach 

• TRC associated with St Peters 
Girls school to provide rowing 
opportunities for students 



St Peters Girls, and 
others…1917-1920 
Common feature: TRC 
blazers 



As SALRA Chair from 1913-1917, Kellett’s 
contribution was immense 



As SALRA Chair from 1913-1917, Kellett’s 
contribution was immense  



Mixed  
regattas were 
an innovative 
SALRA feature 
and Torrens 
Rowing Club 
was always 
involved. 



The Club shared glory in the championship 
ladies’ crews 

Eric Kriehn, Torrens 
Captain and uncle of 
our very own Jim 
Thompson 



There is a long 
list of superb 
athletes from 
this time 

  

•Mary Donnell 

•Thelma Moyes 

• Jo Thomas 

•Adele Hill 

•Rene Beckwith 

•M Thomas 

•M Quin 



This exciting 
era of 
competitive 
ladies rowing in 
South Australia 
lasted until mid 
30s 

•It then 
withered 
until ladies 
competitive  
rowing was 
resurrected 
in 1983. 

•We should proudly 
remember this lost 
history, in which 
Torrens Rowing Club 
played such an 
important role. 
 



A closing 
observation 



Now back to 
the Kelletts 

in 1905 

“It is a curious coincidence that the boy 

was drowned on the Torrens, several 

members of the Torrens Boating Club 

dived for the body and one of the 

them, named Torrens Kellett, ultimately 

brought it to the surface.” 



Ponder this 

• Torrens Kellett was born in 1885 long before Torrens Boating Club 
came into existence. 

 

• Did the Founder of Torrens Boating Club (renamed Rowing Club), 
Charles Kellett, name the club after the river – or his own son? 


